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MISSION STATEMENT 
In an increasingly interdependent world, teachers, school administrators and curriculum supervisors must cooperate in preparing students for world 
citizenship.  The ability to communicate in languages other than English, as well as to understand other customs, traditions and points of view are 
important components of a global perspective.  Fostering that ability is the special responsibility of World Language teachers.  Communication skills 
in a language other than English provide an understanding of the culture and peoples of the world.  The World Language Program of Parsippany-
Troy Hills believes that second language proficiency is an important component in the education of today’s students as they prepare for a productive 
and rewarding life.  The main goals of today’s World Language classroom, therefore, are first the acquisition of the ability to communicate in 
everyday situations and the workplace and second, an awareness of the many cultures of the Spanish-speaking world. 
In addition to the practical application of communication skills, the benefits derived from the study of a second language are many and contribute to 
the attainment of our goals for elementary and secondary education by: 

● fostering a sense of humanity and friendship 
● increasing a student’s adaptability to different environments and modes of acting and thinking 
● developing an understanding of thinking patterns, cultures and social institutions of other peoples 
● giving insights into the human mind and language itself 
● preparing students for a world in which nations and peoples are increasingly interdependent 
● developing skills and habits that are inherent in the learning process and that result in creative inquiry, critical thinking and self-reflection 
● helping students to be empathetic by increasing their sensitivity to and understanding of the language, values, customs and traditions of 

others  
● enabling them to discover and examine their own personal values 
● being an additional asset to professional advancement 

 
This course was developed as a result of the revised AP Spanish Language & Culture course and exam released by the College Board. 
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RATIONALE 
The World Languages Program of Parsippany-Troy Hills is a sequential grade 6-12 program that is based upon specific proficiencies that were 
developed as a result of a national movement that, in turn, became the basis for the proficiencies and standards agreed upon by the State of New 
Jersey.  It is to be noted, however, that these proficiencies should not be thought of as the acquisition of specific points of grammar or vocabulary, but 
as tasks that the student can accomplish in the language studied.  They, in turn, become the foundation upon which we base our scope and sequence 
of instruction.  The proficiencies are developed through the study of specific topics.  The same topic can usually be explored at virtually any level of 
proficiency in a spiraling fashion.  For example, the topic of “the family” can be discussed differently at various levels of proficiencies.  Novice-Mid 
students might be able to enumerate the members of their families, but say very little else about them.  In the next plateau, the Novice-High speaker, 
the student might give a brief description of family members or mention some of their activities or interests, whereas speakers at an Intermediate 
level can talk about their family members in detail, recount events that the family shared together, or talk about future plans.  At an even more 
advanced level, more abstract topics such as societal forces that threaten family life, the issues surrounding family planning, or the role of the family 
in the target language might be discussed.  Thus, the depth and breadth of the discussion and the precision and sophistication with which it is handled 
will differ from one level of proficiency to the next.  We are indebted to The American Council of the Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL) and 
to the State of New Jersey’s Core Curriculum Content Standards for providing us with their constantly updated criteria upon which to base our 
expectations. 
In addition, the district has drawn up its own sets of proficiencies, specific to certain courses, for the four overlapping linguistic skills of speaking, 
listening, reading and writing, and for those skills inherent in second language training that increase efficiency in the workplace.  Finally, there is a 
set of proficiencies designed as measures of technological literacy. 
 
Separately we assess students to gauge progress and inform instruction. Benchmark assessments for students in grades 9 through 12 are 
administered in the form of a midterm and final exam for full year courses. *Special Note: Only final exams are administered at the end of quarter 
courses and semester courses.  
 
 
  



6 
WLA 544 – AP Spanish Language & CulturePage  

 

 
 
 

THE LIVING CURRICULUM 
Curriculum guides are designed to be working documents.  Teachers are encouraged to make notes in the margins.  Written comments can serve as 
the basis for future revisions.  In addition, the teachers and administrators are invited to discuss elements of the guides as implemented in the 
classroom and to work collaboratively to develop recommendations for curriculum reforms as needed. 
 
 
 

AFFIRMATIVE ACTION 

During the development of this course of study, particular attention was paid to material, which might discriminate on the basis of sex, race, 
religion, national origin, or creed.  Every effort has been made to uphold both the letter and spirit of affirmative action mandates as applied 

to the content, the texts and the instruction inherent in this course.  

 

 

MODIFICATIONS AND ADAPTATIONS 
 
For guidelines on how to modify and adapt curricula to best meet the needs of all students, instructional staff should refer to the Curriculum 
Modifications and Adaptations included as an Appendix in this curriculum.  Instructional staff of students with Individualized Education 
Plans (IEPs) must adhere to the recommended modifications outlined in each individual plan.  
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GENERAL GOALS 

Parsippany-Troy Hills School District World Languages Curriculum for Level 5 AP Spanish Language & Culture 
 
This course of study is designed for a full-year program.  The curriculum is based on six broad instructional themes:  Global Challenges, Personal 
and Public Identities, Contemporary Life, Science and Technology, Families and Communities, and Beauty and Aesthetics. Each theme overlaps 
with multiple tasks in a series of thematic units, providing practice in all modes of communication.  The underpinnings of this course are the district’s 
proficiencies for the six modes of communication set forth in the College Board course and exam description:  Interpretive Reading, Interpretive 
Listening, Interpersonal Writing, Interpersonal Speaking, Presentational Writing and Presentational Speaking.  These modes are course-specific 
elaborations on the Intermediate High to Pre-Advanced proficiency level set out in the NEW JERSEY STUDENT LEARNING STANDARDS for 
World Languages: 

7.1 All students will be able to use a world language in addition to English to engage in meaningful conversation, to understand and interpret 
spoken and written language, and to present information, concepts, and ideas, while also gaining an understanding of the perspectives of 
other cultures.  Through language study, they will make connections with other content areas, compare the language and culture studied 
with their own, and participate in home and global communities.   

 
Consistent with the recommendations of the World Languages Curriculum Framework, rather than each step in the language course having a 
grammatical structure as its focus, there is an emphasis on increasing proficiency in communication on a variety of familiar and unfamiliar topics 
relevant to the student’s personal world and community, and the world community at large.  Also fostered, through an increased use of authentic 
materials such as magazines, newspapers, communiqués, radio and television broadcasts, podcasts, videos, are an awareness of and knowledge of the 
culture of countries where the target language is spoken.  Students learn to improve their two-way communication and persuasive writing skills, 
while learning the underlying grammatical features and structures that are necessary to make possible developmentally accurate original spoken and 
written expression.  Thematic units will be designed, adapted or expanded to reflect integrated themes in other content areas such as Language Arts, 
Science and Social Studies, Math and the Performing Arts so that students will have the vocabulary to research, read and discuss these topics in the 
target language. 
 
The main goal of the curriculum is that students increase confidence in speaking, listening, reading and writing Spanish combined with practice in 
utilizing Spanish in a variety of practical and hypothetical activities so that they are prepared for the demands of employment in an increasingly 
bilingual workplace.  In addition, through personal research and exposure to authentic materials from many different countries, the students will 
become aware of the great cultural diversity and richness of the Spanish-speaking world. 
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PARSIPPANY-TROY HILLS WORLD LANGUAGES 
AP Spanish Language & Culture Course Themes and Suggested Contexts 

 
I.          GLOBAL CHALLENGES 

 
A. Economic Issues 
B. Environmental Issues 
C. Philosophical Thought and Religion 
D. Population and Demographics 
E. Social Welfare 
F. Social Conscience 

 
 
II. SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 
 

A. Access to Technology 
B. Effects of Technology on Self and Society 
C. Health Care and Medicine 
D. Innovations 
E. Natural Phenomena 
F. Science and Ethics 

 
III. CONTEMPORARY LIFE 
 

A. Education and Careers 
B. Entertainment 
C. Travel and Leisure 
D. Lifestyles 
E. Relationships 
F. Social Customs and Values 
G. Volunteerism
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AP Spanish Language and Culture Themes (cont’d.) 

 
      IV.           PERSONAL AND PUBLIC IDENTITIES  
 

A.             Alienation and Assimilation 
B.           Heroes and Historical Figures 
C.           National and Ethnic Identities 
D.           Personal Beliefs 
E.           Personal Interests 
F.           Self-Image 

 
 

V.      FAMILIES AND COMMUNITIES 
 

       A.     Customs and Values 
                                        B.     Education Communities 

                    C.      Family Structure 
                                        D.     Global Citizenship 
                                        E.        Human Geography 

       F.      Social Networking 
 
 

      VI.         BEAUTY AND AESTHETICS 
 

A.               Architecture 
B.               Defining Beauty 
C.               Defining Creativity 
D.               Fashion and Design 
E.               Language and Literature 
F.               Visual and Performing Arts 
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PARSIPPANY-TROY HILLS TOWNSHIP SCHOOLS 

COURSE PROFICIENCIES AND GRADING PROCEDURES 
 

COURSE #:   WLA 544       TITLE: AP SPANISH LANGUAGE & CULTURE 
IN ACCORDANCE WITH DISTRICT POLICY AS MANDATED BY THE NEW JERSEY ADMINISTRATIVE CODE AND THE NEW 
JERSEY STUDENT LEARNING STANDARDS, THE FOLLOWING ARE PROFICIENCIES REQUIRED FOR THE SUCCESSFUL 
COMPLETION OF THE ABOVE NAMED COURSE. 

Students will be able to: 
1. engage in the oral exchange of information, opinions, and ideas in a variety of time frames in formal situations. 
2. engage in the oral exchange of information opinions, and ideas in a variety of time frames in informal situations. 
3. elicit information and clarify meaning by using a variety of strategies. 
4. state and support opinions in oral interactions. 
5. initiate and sustain interaction through the use of various verbal and nonverbal strategies. 
6. understand and use a variety of vocabulary, including idiomatic and culturally appropriate expressions. 
7. self-monitor and adjust language production. 
8. demonstrate an understanding of the features of target culture communities (e.g., geographic, historical, artistic, social, or political). 
9. demonstrate knowledge and understanding of content across disciplines. 
10. engage in the written exchange of information, opinions, and ideas in a variety of time frames in formal situations. 
11. engage in the written exchange of information, opinions, and ideas in a variety of time frames in informal situations. 
12. state and support opinions in written interactions. 
13. initiate and sustain interaction during written interpersonal communication in a variety of media. 
14. demonstrate comprehension of content from authentic audio and/or video resources. 
15. demonstrate the purpose of a message and the point of view of its author. 
16. identify the distinguishing features (e.g., type of resource, intended audience, purpose) of authentic audio, visual, and audiovisual 

resources. 
17. demonstrate critical viewing or listening of audio, visual, and audiovisual resources in target culture context. 
18. examine, compare, and reflect on products, practices, and perspectives of the target cultures. 
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19. evaluate similarities and differences in the perspectives of the target cultures and his or her own culture(s) as found in audio, visual, 
and audiovisual resources. 

20. demonstrate comprehension of content from authentic written and print resources. 
21. demonstrate critical reading of written and print resources in the target cultural context. 
22. evaluate similarities and differences in the perspectives of the target cultures and his or her own culture(s) as found in written and 

print resources. 
23. produce a variety of creative oral presentations (e.g., original story, personal narrative, speech, performance). 
24. retell or summarize information in narrative form, demonstrating a consideration of audience. 
25. create and give persuasive speeches. 
26. use reference tools, acknowledge sources, and cite them appropriately. 
27. self-monitor and adjust language production. 
28. produce a variety of creative writings (e.g., original story, personal narrative, script). 
29. produce persuasive essays. 
30. produce expository writing, including researched reports. 
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GRADING POLICY 
WORLD LANGUAGES 

GRADES 9-12 
 
 
HOMEWORK 10%  
May include but is not limited to: 
 

CLASS PERFORMANCE AND 
PARTICIPATION 25%  
May include but is not limited to: 

FORMAL EVALUATION 65%  
May include but is not limited to: 
 

▪ Comprehension activities based on 
articles and textbook readings 

▪ Written Activities 
▪ Research  
 

▪ Taking notes  
▪ Participating in group activities  
▪ Presenting material orally in class  
▪ Volunteering answers and demonstrating 

understanding  
▪ Demonstrating understanding by written 

response 
▪ Participating in cultural or guided 

conversations  
▪ Working individually and cooperatively 

with others to achieve class goals  
▪ Participating in Peer Editing  
 

▪ Tests  
▪ Quizzes  
▪ Projects  
▪ Formal writing assignments, i.e. essays, 

research papers, letters, dialogue, 
journals   

▪ Formal individual presentations  
▪ Formal group presentations  
▪ Formal debates  
 
 

 
FINAL GRADE:   Marking Periods 88% (22% each marking period) 

                                                         Final Exam 12% 
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UNITS OF STUDY 
UNI

T 
TOPIC ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 

 
ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS NJSLS 

1   GLOBAL CHALLENGES 
 
Suggested timeframe:  4-6  
weeks 

 

What environmental, political and social 
issues pose challenges to societies 
throughout the world?  What are the origins 
of those issues?  What are possible solutions 
to those challenges? 
 
 

Understanding of cultural variations in 
products, practices and perspectives is 
necessary in order to compare the target 
cultures with the student’s own culture(s). 

7.1.AL.A3 

2 SCIENCE AND 
TECHNOLOGY 
 
Suggested timeframe: 3 – 4 
weeks 
 

How do developments in science and 
technology affect our lives?  What factors 
have driven innovation and discovery in the 
fields of science and technology?  What role 
does ethics play in scientific advancement? 
 
 

Attitudes toward science and technology are 
based on cultural and historical factors, unique 
to each culture.   

7.1.AL.A4 
7.1.IH.C5 

3 FAMILIES AND 
COMMUNITIES 
 
Suggested Timeframe:  3 -4 
weeks 

 

What constitutes a family in different 
societies?  How do individuals contribute to 
the well-being of communities?  How do the 
roles that families and communities assume 
differ in societies around the world? 
 
 
 

The definition of and relationship between 
families and communities depends on the 
particular culture involved. 

7.1.IH.C4 
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UNITS OF STUDY (cont’d.) 
 TOPIC ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS NJSLS 

4 BEAUTY AND AESTHETICS 
 
Suggested timeframe: 3-4 
weeks  
 

How are perceptions of beauty and creativity 
established?  How do ideals of beauty and 
aesthetics influence daily life?  How do the 
arts both challenge and reflect cultural 
perspectives? 

Society’s concept of beauty causes individuals 
and communities to act differently in different 
cultures. 
 

 
7.1.IH.C4 

5 CONTEMPORARY LIFE 
 
Suggested Timeframe:  4-5 
weeks 
 

How do societies and individuals define 
quality of life?  How is contemporary life 
influenced by cultural products, practices and 
perspectives?  What are the challenges of 
contemporary life? 
 
 

People in various societies behave in different 
ways based on cultural influence. 
 

 
7.1.AL.A3 
7.1.AL.A5 
7.1.AL.B1 

6 PERSONAL AND PUBLIC 
IDENTITIES 
 
Suggested timeframe: 4-5 
weeks 
 

How are aspects of identity expressed in 
various situations?  How do language and 
culture influence identity?  How does one’s 
identity develop over time? 
 
 

Public and personal identities are similar yet 
different across cultures, influenced by the 
products, practices and perspectives of each one. 
 

7.1.IH.A4 
 

 
It should be noted that the goals and suggested activities listed below are not intended to be isolated, nor are they in a prescribed order.  
Rather, they should be implemented as part of various thematic units that incorporate the six modes of communication, using authentic 
resources.  As an example, a unit on celebrations might include reading a newspaper article (Interpretive Written), followed by listening to a 
podcast (Interpretive Listening) in one lesson, continuing with an on-line discussion forum among students on the topic (Interpersonal 
Writing) as a homework assignment.  A subsequent lesson might consist of a class debate on the comparison of celebrations among various 
cultures (Interpersonal Speaking), which could serve as a formative assessment.  The unit might progress with a simulated speech to a group 
of exchange students on the differences in celebrations (Presentational Speaking) and conclude with a summative assessment consisting of a 
persuasive essay explaining why one country’s celebrations would be more practical to adopt (Presentational Writing). 

It is anticipated that the course will be monolingual, both for teachers and students, and will be conducted exclusively in Spanish. 
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I  GLOBAL CHALLENGES 
 

Essential Question(s): What environmental, political and social issues pose challenges to societies throughout the 
world?  What are the origins of those issues?  What are possible solutions to those challenges? 
 

Enduring 
Understanding(s): 

Understanding of cultural variations in products, practices and perspectives is necessary in 
order to compare the target cultures with the student’s own culture(s). 
 

           Suggested Timeframe:  4-6 week 

 
PROFICIENCIES/OBJECTIVES 

 
Standards 

 
SUGGESTED ACTIVITY 

 

EVALUATION/  
ASSESSMENT 

TEACHER  
NOTES 

The students will be able to:  The students will:   
1. engage in the oral exchange of 

information, opinions, and ideas 
in a variety of time frames in 
formal situations. 
 

7.1.AL.B.1 
7.1.AL.B.2 
7.1.AL.B.5 
7.1.IH.B.1 
7.1.IH.B.3 
8.1.12.C.1 
 
 

● participate in a debate on global 
warming, comparing attitudes in 
Hispanic cultures with their 
own. 

 
● participate in a guided simulated 

conversation based on the price 
of gasoline.   

Student participation in group 
debate 
Continued use of 
Pronunciation, grammar 
structure and vocabulary  
 
Teacher prepared rubric 
Guided conversation 
Role playing 

 

2. Engage in the oral exchange of 
information opinions, and ideas in 
a variety of time frames in 
informal situations. 

 

7.1.AL.A.1 
7.1.AL.A.5 
7.1.AL.A.7 
8.1.12.C.1 
8.1.12.E.1 

● discuss recycling efforts in 
various Hispanic cultures and 
the United States, after reading 
an article and listening to a 
podcast. 

Open-ended questions 
Student responses to teacher-
facilitated discussion 
 
 

AP Test Prep, page 
143 to 144 
 
 
 



16 
WLA 544 – AP Spanish Language & CulturePage  

 

7.1.IH.C.5  
● simulate a press conference about 

an Hispanic country’s efforts to 
reduce pollution. 

 
Role playing 
Oral Activity 
Brainstorming 
 
 

 
 

3. elicit information and clarify 
meaning by using a variety of 
strategies. 
 

7.1.AL.B.3 
7.1.IH.B.4 
8.1.12.A.4 
 

● engage in conversation about 
religious customs in Hispanic 
countries as compared to their 
own culture(s). 

●  

Continued use of Vocabulary, 
grammar structure and 
pronunciation 
Internet Research 

Combine with 
presentational 
speaking:  compare 
religious celebrations 

4. state and support opinions in oral 
interactions. 

 

7.1.IH.A.1 
7.1.AL.B.1 
7.1.AL.B.2 
7.1.AL.B.5 
8.1.12.D.3 
 
 

● engage in debate on voter 
participation in Hispanic countries 
and the United States, following 
interpretation of a survey. 

 

Student participation in 
debate  
Brain storming  
Group discussions 
 
 

Combine with 
presentational 
speaking:  Compare 
government voting 
procedures and fraud. 

5. initiate and sustain interaction 
through the use of various verbal 
and nonverbal strategies. 

 

7.1.IH.B.4 
7.1.IH.B.5 
 

● discuss the reasons for varying 
unemployment rates in Hispanic 
countries and the United States. 

Student Suggestions  
Group conversations 
Matching lists 

Combine with 
interpretive print:  
Read unemployment 
statistic charts and 
graphs 

6. understand and use a variety of 
vocabulary, including idiomatic 
and culturally appropriate 
expressions. 

 

7.1.IH.A.2 
7.1.IH.A.5 
7.1.IH.A.6 
7.1.AL.A.1 
7.1.AL.A.5 
7.1.AL.A.7 
8.1.12.A.1 
 
 

● read authentic selection, “Nosotros, 
no” and analyze idiomatic 
expressions. 

 
● listen to podcast on scientific 

attempts to slow aging in rates and 
discuss vocabulary and expressions. 

 

Teacher questions and 
answer; teacher observation 
 
 
Listening comprehension 
Expansion of vocabulary and 
expressions in original 
statements or questions 

Combine with 
presentational 
writing:  Persuasive 
essay on benefits of 
extended life. 
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II. SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 
 
Essential Question(s): 
 
 
Enduring Understanding(s): 

Suggested Timeframe:  3-4 
weeks 

 
How do 
developments 
in science and 
technology 
affect our lives?  
What factors 
have driven 
innovation and 
discovery in the 
fields of science 
and 
technology?  
What role does 
ethics play in 
scientific 
advancement? 
 
Cultural 
variations in 
language 
grammar and 
structure are 
necessary to 
communicate 
precise 
meanings 
 

 
PROFICIENCIES/OBJECTIVES 

 
 

Standards 

 
SUGGESTED ACTIVITY 

 
 

EVALUATION/  
ASSESSMENT 

TEACHER  
NOTES 

The students will be able to:  The students will:   
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7. self-monitor and adjust 
language production. 
 

7.1.IH.C.1 
7.1.IH.C.5 
8.1.12.D.3 

● record a two minute cultural 
comparison on health care 
systems. 

 

AP Rubric for Presentational 
Speaking 
Recording 

 

Combine with interpretive 
print and audio (articles) 
 

8. demonstrate an 
understanding of the features 
of target culture communities 
(e.g., geographic, historical, 
artistic, social, or political). 

 

7.1.IH.A.2 
7.1.IH.A.5 
7.1.IH.B.1 
8.1.12.A.1 
 

● discuss in an electronic forum 
opinions about cloning after 
reading related articles. 

 

Correction of grammar and 
structure 

 

Combine with persuasive 
essay about ethics of 
cloning 

9. demonstrate knowledge and 
understanding of content 
across disciplines. 

 

7.1.IH.A.1 
7.1.IH.A.5 
7.1.IH.C.3 
7.1.IH.C.4 
7.1.IH.C.5 
8.1.12.D.3 

● write an essay comparing 
availability and purpose of 
technology to youths in 
Hispanic countries and the U.S. 
via interpretive reading and 
listening. 

 
 

Written Essay  
Brain storming 

Combine with interpretive 
print and audio (articles) 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
PROFICIENCIES/OBJECTIVES 

 
Standards 

 
SUGGESTED ACTIVITY 

 

EVALUATION/  
ASSESSMENT 

TEACHER  
NOTES 

The students will be able to:  The students will:   
10. engage in the written 

exchange of information, 
opinions, and ideas in a variety 
of time frames in formal 
situations. 
 

7.1.IH.C.3 
7.1.IH.C.4 
7.1.IH.C.5 
7.1.AL.B.1 
7.1.AL.B.3 
7.1.AL.B.6 
8.1.12.F.2 

● write a formal letter to the 
customer service department 
of a technology company 
seeking redress for a 
malfunctioning product. 

 
● write an e-mail message in 

AP Interpersonal Writing rubric 
Formal Letter 
 
 
 
 
AP Interpersonal Writing rubric 

Role play agent and 
respond to letters 
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response to a job offer in a 
chemical laboratory. 

Open ended questions 
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III FAMILIES AND COMMUNITIES 
 

Essential Question(s): What constitutes a family in different societies? How do individuals contribute to the well-being of communities?  
How do the roles that families and communities assume differ in societies around the world? 

Enduring Understanding(s): 
 

 
uccessful communication is knowing how, when and why to convey a message to different audiences. 

 
Suggested Timeframe:  3-4 weeks 
 
 
CONTENT OUTLINE 
 

Standards 
 
SUGGESTED ACTIVITY 
 

EVALUATION/  
ASSESSMENT 

TEACHER  
NOTES 

The students will be able to:  The students will:   
11. engage in the written 

exchange of information, 
opinions, and ideas in a 
variety of time frames in 
informal situations. 
 

 

7.1.IH.C.2 
7.1.IH.C.3 
7.1.IH.B.1 
7.1.IH.A.1 
7.1.IH.A.5 
8.1.12.A.1 

● write periodic entries about family 
and club/organization affiliations in 
an ongoing journal using a variety of 
time frames and structures. 

 
● participate in discussions of the 

meaning of community in an 
electronic forum, after reading 
articles from selected Hispanic 
countries. 

 

Teacher prepared Rubric 
Journal Writing  
 
 
 
Grammatical structures and 
vocabulary use over time 
Oral Activity 
 

Use correction codes 
 
 
 
 
 
Groups.google.com 

12. state and support opinions 
in written interactions. 

 

7.1.IH.B.1 
7.1.IH.B.3 
7.1.IH.B.5 
8.1.12.D.4 
8.1.12.F.2 

● discuss and comment on daily 
customs in correspondence with 
pen pal from a Spanish speaking 
country. 

 
 

Speaking activity 
Pronunciation 
Grammar structure 
Student responses 
 
 

Office of Education, 
Spanish Embassy 
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13. initiate and sustain 
interaction during written 
interpersonal 
communication in a variety 
of media. 

7.1.IH.B.1 
7.1.IH.B.3 
7.1.IH.B.5 
8.1.12.A.3 
 

● participate in an electronic 
discussion forum about policies 
and events in school. 

 

Teacher participation, monitoring 
and correction of written 
grammatical structures 
 
 
 

Groups.google.com 
 
 
 
 
 

14. demonstrate 
comprehension of content 
from authentic audio and/or 
video resources. 
 

7.1.IH.B.3 
7.1.IH.B.4 
8.1.12.F.1 

● comment on a video about the role 
of women in certain Hispanic 
communities. 

Class Discussion 
Listening Comprehension 
Continued use of whole phrase 
and not just individual words 

http://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=-
cWoqG0jjv8 

15. demonstrate the purpose of 
a message and the point of 
view of its author. 

7.1.AL.A.1 
7.1.AL.A.2 
7.1.AL.C.2 
8.2.12.C.1 
 

● write a reaction paper to a 
commentary in the local 
community newspaper from a 
Spanish speaking country.  

Teacher prepared Rubric 
Written Reaction/Feedback 

www.clarin.com 
www.elmundo.es 
 

16. identify the distinguishing 
features (e.g., type of 
resource, intended audience, 
purpose) of authentic audio, 
visual, and audiovisual 
resources. 

 

7.1.AL.A.1 
7.1.AL.A.2 
7.1.AL.B.4 
7.1.AL.B.1 

● engage in classroom discussion 
after reading a chart detailing 
student drop-out rates in various 
parts of the world and listening to 
a conversation about a student 
who dropped out of university. 

Chart interpretation 
Note-taking 
Guided conversation 

College Board, practice 
exam 

 
  

http://www.clarin.com/
http://www.elmundo.es/
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IV BEAUTY AND AESTHETICS 
Essential Question(s): ow are perceptions of beauty and creativity established?  How do ideals of beauty and aesthetics influence daily life?  

How do the arts both challenge and reflect cultural perspectives? 
Enduring Understanding(s): 
 

 
ociety’s concept of beauty causes individuals and communities to act differently in different cultures. 

Suggested Timeframe:  3-4 weeks 
 

PROFICIENCY/OBJECTIVE 
 

Standards 
 
SUGGESTED ACTIVITY 
 

EVALUATION/  
ASSESSMENT 

TEACHER  
NOTES 

The students will be able to:  The students will:   
17. demonstrate critical viewing 

or listening of audio, visual, 
and audiovisual resource in 
target culture context. 

 

7.1.IH.A.1 
7.1.IH.A.2 
7.1.IH.B.5 
7.1.IH.A.1 
7.1.IH.A.2 
8.1.12.D.2 
 

● view television commercials or videos 
about beauty products from different 
countries and compare in class discussion. 

 
● listen to a podcast about architecture and 

answer comprehension questions. 
 

Listening Comprehension 
Activity 
Multiple lists 
 
 
Listening Comprehension 
Teacher prepared questions 

Univision 
TVE, Spain 
Telefe, Argentina 
 
 

18. examine, compare, and 
reflect on products, practices, 
and perspectives of the 
target cultures. 

 

7.1.IH.B.1 
7.1.IH.B.3 
7.1.IH.C.5 
7.1.IH.C.4 
 
 

● engage in a simulated conversation about 
proper attire for formal events. 

 
● give a two minute oral presentation 

comparing a Spanish zarzuela and an 
American musical comedy. 

AP Rubric 
Role playing 
 
Impromptu presentation 
Timed presentation 
Speaking Activity 
AP Rubric  

 
 
 
 
 
 

19. evaluate similarities and 
differences in the 
perspectives of the target 
cultures and his or her own 
culture(s) as found in audio, 
visual, and audiovisual 
resources. 

7.1.IH.A.1 
7.1.IH.A.2 
7.1.IH.B.5 
8.1.12.E.1 
 
 

● view two videos on methods to reverse the 
effects of aging, then compare the reasons 
for the differences in a classroom 
conversation. 
 
 
 

Listening comprehension 
Forced-choice & open-ended 
Class discussion 
 
 

Por siempre joven, 
Part I and II, You 
Tube 

20. demonstrate comprehension 7.1.AL.A.6 ● read short story El árbol de oro and answer Reading comprehension Abriendo Paso 
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of content from authentic 
written and print resources. 

 comprehension questions. 
 

Teacher prepared questions 
 

Lectura 

21. demonstrate critical reading 
of written and print 
resources in the target 
cultural context. 

 

7.1.AL.A.1 
7.1.AL.A.2 
7.1.AL.A.4 
7.1.AL.B.1 

● read an article about beauty pageants 
and discuss in an on-line forum their 
agreement or disagreement with the 
author’s point of view. 

Monitor and participate in 
group discussion 
Note-taking 
 

AP Test Prep, page 
109 

22. evaluate similarities and 
differences in the 
perspectives of the target 
cultures and his or her own 
culture(s) as found in written 
and print resources. 

 

7.1.AL.A.1 
7.1.AL.A.2 
7.1.IH.C.1 

● read articles about tattoos in Hispanic 
countries and write a comparison, including 
reasons for varying attitudes. 

 

Written Activity 
Teacher prepared rubric 
 

 

23. produce a variety of creative 
oral presentations (e.g., 
original story, personal 
narrative, speech, 
performance). 
 
 
 
 

7.1.IH.C.2 
7.1.IH.C.4 

● put on and narrate a fashion show 
featuring different types of clothes from 
various cultures. 

 
 

Info-gap (teacher 
observation); presentation 
of findings with class 
discussion 
Multiple lists 
 
 
 
 
 

Google.es 
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V CONTEMPORARY LIFE 
Essential Question(s): How do societies and individuals define quality of life?  How is contemporary life influenced by cultural 

products, practices and perspectives?  What are the challenges of contemporary life? 
Enduring Understanding(s): 
 

People in various societies behave in different ways based on cultural influence. 
 

Suggested Timeframe:  4-5 weeks 
 
 
PROFICIENCY/OBJECTIVE 
 

Standards 
 
SUGGESTED ACTIVITY 
 

EVALUATION/  
ASSESSMENT 

TEACHER  
NOTES 

The students will be able to:  The students will:   
24. retell or summarize 

information in narrative form, 
demonstrating a 
consideration of audience. 
 

7.1.AL.C.3 
7.1.AL.C.5 
7.1.AL.A.2 
 
7.1.AL.C.3 
7.1.AL.C.5 
7.1.AL.A.2 

● write a review of a Spanish language 
television program, play or movie 

 
●  
● write a travel folder for American 

tourists to a Spanish speaking country, 
focusing on different customs, 
schedules and foods. 

Teacher prepared rubric 
Written Program Review 
Critique 
 
Pamphlet 
Teacher prepared rubric 
Lists of customs, schedules and 
foods 
 

Univision 
 
 
 
 

25. create and give persuasive 
speeches. 

 

7.1.IH.C.3 
7.1.AL.C.2 
 
 
7.1.IH.C.3 
7.1.AL.C.2 
 

● give speeches to convince an audience 
of the personal and civic benefits of 
volunteerism. 

 
● give speeches to convince classmates of 

the importance of studying world 
languages in college . 

Persuasive Speech 
Teacher model followed by 
student activity with teacher 
observation 
Role playing 
Persuasive speech  
 
 

 
 
 
 
Combine with 
interpretive tables, 
graphs, etc. 

26. use reference tools, 
acknowledge sources, and cite 
them appropriately. 
 

7.1.IH.A.1 
7.1.IH.A.2 
7.1.IH.C.5 
 

● research the history and status of the 
siesta and write an expository essay 
citing sources. 

Written Activity 
Research information 
Teacher prepared rubric 
 
 
 

La historia y cultura 
de España, La siesta 
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VI  PERSONAL AND PUBLIC IDENTITIES  
Essential Question(s):  How are aspects of identity expressed in various situations?  How do language and culture influence 

identity?  How does one’s identity develop over time? 
 

Enduring 
Understanding(s): 

 Public and personal identities are similar yet different across cultures, influenced by the products, practices 
and perspectives of each one. 

 
Suggested Timeframe:  2-3 weeks 
 
PROFICIENCY/OBJECTIVE 
 

Standards 
 
SUGGESTED ACTIVITY 
 

EVALUATION/  
ASSESSMENT 

TEACHER  
NOTES 

     
27. self-monitor and adjust 

language production. 
 

 

7.1.IH.A.8 
7.1.IH.A.8 
 

● peer and self-edit a persuasive 
essay about the dangers of total 
assimilation into society. 
 

● correct errors in journal entries 
about instances of high or low 
self-esteem. 

 

Persuasive essay 
Peer editing  
AP Rubric 
 
Journal writing 
Teacher prepared rubric 
Peer editing 

Self-assessment form 
 
 
 
Error correction codes 

28. produce a variety of creative 
writings (e.g., original story, 
personal narrative, script). 

 

7.1.IH.C.3 
7.1.IH.C.4 
7.1.IH.C.5 
 

● write a letter to the editor of a 
Spanish language newspaper 
suggesting that a living or 
historical figure be recognized 
as a national hero.  

 

Written assignment: Letter to 
the editor 
Teacher prepared rubric 
Persuasive writing 

Preliminary discussion of 
what constitutes a hero 
 

29. produce persuasive essays. 
 

7.1.AL.A.1 
7.1.AL.A.2 
7.1.IH.C.1 

● Read an article and a table on 
languages in danger of 
extinction and then write a 
persuasive essay on why steps 
should be taken to avoid 
further loss. 

Persuasive essay 
AP Rubric 
 
 
 

AP Test Prep, page 155 

30. produce expository writing, 7.1.AL.A.4 ● research information Brainstorming Google.es 
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including researched reports. 8.1.12.F.1 necessary to write a report 
on Hispanic identity in the 
United States. 

Teacher prepared rubric 
Informative writing activity 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 
While the text books listed below have been adopted and should be used at times, the vast majority of sources for this course are derived from 
authentic publications, newscasts, announcements, podcasts, video broadcasts and other communications found on the Internet.  The list below is 
intended to be a guide to assist teachers in locating suitable, appropriate sources and is by no means all inclusive. 

I SOURCES 
NEW JERSEY STUDENT LEARNING STANDARDS for Technological Literacy 
NEW JERSEY STUDENT LEARNING STANDARDS for World Languages  

The American Council for the Teaching of Foreign Language: http://www.actfl.org 

II TEXTBOOKS 
Couch, James, Una vez más. New York, New York:  Pearson, 2004. 
Díaz, José, Abriendo Paso Gramática. New York, New York:  Pearson 2005 
Díaz, José, Abriendo Paso Lectura. New York, New York:  Pearson 2005 

III. SUPPLEMENTAL TEXTBOOK MATERIALS: 
Duhl, Jay and Mercado, Felipe.  AP Test Prep:  Mastering the Spanish Language Exam, Minneapolis, Minnesota:  EMC Publishing 2007 

IV. WEBSITES 

http://www.rae.es/rae.html (Real Academia Española) 
 http://www.bbcmundo.com 
 http://www.google.es 
 http://www.tierramerica.com 
 http://www.el-mundo.es 
 http://www.canalplus.es 
 http://www.cnn.com/espanol 
 http://www.elmundo.es/index/html 

http://www.actfl.org/
http://www.rae.es/rae.html
http://www.bbcmundo.com/
http://www.google.es/
http://www.tierramerica.com/
http://www.el-mundo.es/
http://www.canalplus.es/
http://www.cnn.com/espanol
http://www.elmundo.es/index/html
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 http://www.elpais.com/global 
 http://www.audiria.com 
 http://www.univision.com 
 http://www.prensaescrita.com 
 http://lanic.uteas.edu/la/region/news/indexesp.html 
 http://www.unmultimedia.org/radio/spanish  U.N. Radio Broadcasts 
 
 Websites (cont’d). 
 
 http://www.ver-taal.com 
 http://www.20minutos.es 
 http://www.un.org/spanish/News U.N. News Center 
 http://www.cronica.com.mx  La Crónica de Hoy (México) 
 http://www.emol.com   El Mercurio 
 http://www.un.org.es/multimedia U.N. Podcasts 
 http://cienciaes.com 
 http://www.ecartelera.com/videos 
 http://www.rtve.es 
  
  
  

http://www.elpais.com/global
http://www.audiria.com/
http://www.univision.com/
http://www.prensaescrita.com/
http://lanic.uteas.edu/la/region/news/indexesp.html
http://www.unmultimedia.org/radio/spanish
http://www.ver-taal.com/
http://www.20minutos.es/
http://www.un.org/spanish/News
http://www.cronica.com.mx/
http://www.emol.com/
http://www.un.org.es/multimedia
http://cienciaes.com/
http://www.ecartelera.com/videos
http://www.rtve.es/
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APPENDIX A SAMPLE AUTHENTIC ASSESSMENT 
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AUTHENTIC ASSESSMENT 1 
 

Cultural Comparison – Art 

  
 
CURRICULAR THEME: 
BEAUTY AND AESTHETICS 
 
OBJECTIVE: The student will make a comparison of a Spanish speaking culture and his or her own community via a formal oral 

presentation 
 
TASK: You are asked to make a presentation to your art class, which is studying how art reflects a society.  As a Spanish AP 

student, you are selected by the teacher to make a comparison of how art reflects the culture of a community.  In your 
presentation, compare your own community to an area of the Spanish-speaking world with which you are familiar.  You 
should demonstrate your understanding of cultural features of the Spanish-speaking world.  You should also organize 
your presentation clearly. 

 
 
PROCEDURE: Students have four minutes to prepare and plan their presentations, then two minutes to present. 

 
 
ASSESSMENT: Teacher evaluation and self-assessment are based on AP Rubric provided by The College Board.  See “Rubrics” section. 
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AUTHENTIC ASSESSMENT 2 
 

Insurance Claim 
 
 
CURRICULAR THEME: 
CONTEMPORARY LIFE 
 
OBJECTIVE: The student will respond to a business letter requesting more information, via Interpersonal Writing. 
 
TASK: You have recently been in an automobile accident.  Although no one was hurt, there is damage to the car.  You have 

notified the insurance company, and you now receive an e-mail message reply asking for more information.  Respond 
appropriately and provide the requested information.  Your reply should include a greeting and a closing ad should 
respond to all the questions and requests in the message.  In your reply, you should also ask for more details about 
something mentioned in the message.   Also, you should use a formal form of address. 

 
PROCEDURE: Students have 15 minutes to read and respond to the e-mail message. 
 
ASSESSMENT: Teacher evaluation and self-assessment are based on AP Rubric provided by The College Board.  See “Rubrics” section. 
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AUTHENTIC ASSESSMENT 3 
 

Cell Phones in School 
 
 
CURRICULAR THEME: 
SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 
 
OBJECTIVE: After reading an article and listening to a broadcast, the student will try to effect a change in policy via Presentational 

Writing. 
 
TASK: As president of your class, it falls on you to write an article for the town newspaper in which you call upon the Board of 

Education to allow the use of cell phones during the school day.  You must first read the accompanying article and listen to 
the broadcast.  In your persuasive essay, you should present the sources’ different viewpoints on the topic and then 
express your desire for change, defending it thoroughly.  Be sure to organize your essay into coherent paragraphs and pay 
attention to grammatical accuracy.  

 
PROCEDURE: Students have six minutes to read the print material followed by the audio.  They then have 40 minutes to prepare and 

write their formal essay. 
 
ASSESSMENT: Teacher evaluation and self-assessment are based on AP Rubric provided by The College Board.  See “Rubrics” section. 
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APPENDIX B Rubrics 
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5: STRONG Maintains the exchange with a response that is clearly appropriate within the context of the task 

• Provides required information (e.g., responses to questions, request for details) with frequent 
elaboration 
• Fully understandable, with ease and clarity of expression; occasional errors do not impede 
comprehensibility 
• Varied and appropriate vocabulary and idiomatic language 
• Accuracy and variety in grammar, syntax, and usage, with few errors 
• Mostly consistent use of register appropriate for the situation; control of cultural conventions 
appropriate for formal correspondence (e.g., greeting, closing), despite occasional errors 
• Variety of simple and compound sentences, and some complex sentences 

4: GOOD • Maintains the exchange with a response that is generally appropriate within the context of the task 
• Provides required information (e.g., responses to questions, request for details) with some 
elaboration 
• Fully understandable, with some errors which do not impede comprehensibility 
• Varied and generally appropriate vocabulary and idiomatic language 
• General control of grammar, syntax, and usage 
• Generally consistent use of register appropriate for the situation, except for occasional shifts; basic 
control of cultural conventions appropriate for formal correspondence (e.g., greeting, closing) 
• Simple, compound, and a few complex sentences 

3: FAIR • Maintains the exchange with a response that is somewhat appropriate but basic within the context of 
the task 
• Provides required information (e.g., responses to questions, request for details) 
• Generally understandable, with errors that may impede comprehensibility 
• Appropriate but basic vocabulary and idiomatic language 
• Some control of grammar, syntax, and usage 
• Use of register may be inappropriate for the situation with several shifts; partial control of 
conventions for formal correspondence (e.g., greeting, closing) although these may lack cultural 
appropriateness 
• Simple and a few compound sentences 

2: WEAK • Partially maintains the exchange with a response that is minimally appropriate within the context of 
the task 
• Provides some required information (e.g., responses to questions, request for details) 
• Partially understandable, with errors that force interpretation and cause confusion for the reader 
• Limited vocabulary and idiomatic language 
• Limited control of grammar, syntax, and usage 
• Use of register is generally inappropriate for the situation; includes some conventions for formal 
correspondence (e.g., greeting, closing) with inaccuracies 
• Simple sentences and phrases 
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1: POOR • Unsuccessfully attempts to maintain the exchange by providing a response that is inappropriate 
within the context of the task 
• Provides little required information (e.g., responses to questions, request for details) 
• Barely understandable, with frequent or significant errors that impede comprehensibility 
• Very few vocabulary resources 
• Little or no control of grammar, syntax, and usage 
• Minimal or no attention to register; includes significantly inaccurate or no conventions for formal 
correspondence (e.g., greeting, closing) 
• Very simple sentences or fragments 

0: 
UNACCEPTABLE 

• Mere restatement of language from the stimulus 
• Completely irrelevant to the stimulus 
• “I don’t know,” “I don’t understand,” or equivalent in any language 
• Not in the language of the exam 
• Blank (no response) 
 

AP Scoring Guidelines 
Interpersonal Writing – Email Reply 
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Presentational Writing – Persuasive Essay 
5: STRONG • Effective treatment of topic within the context of the task 

• Demonstrates a high degree of comprehension of the sources’ viewpoints, with very few minor 
inaccuracies 
• Integrates content from all three sources in support of the essay 
• Presents and defends the student’s own viewpoint on the topic with a high degree of clarity; 
develops a persuasive argument with coherence and detail 
• Organized essay; effective use of transitional elements or cohesive devices 
• Fully understandable, with ease and clarity of expression; occasional errors do not impede 
comprehensibility 
• Varied and appropriate vocabulary and idiomatic language 
• Accuracy and variety in grammar, syntax, and usage, with few errors 
• Develops paragraph-length discourse with a variety of simple and compound sentences, and some 
complex sentences 

4: GOOD • Generally effective treatment of topic within the context of the task 
• Demonstrates comprehension of the sources’ viewpoints; may include a few inaccuracies 
• Summarizes, with limited integration, content from all three sources in support of the essay 
• Presents and defends the student’s own viewpoint on the topic with clarity; develops a persuasive 
argument with coherence 
• Organized essay; some effective use of transitional elements or cohesive devices 
• Fully understandable, with some errors which do not impede comprehensibility 
• Varied and generally appropriate vocabulary and idiomatic language 
• General control of grammar, syntax, and usage 
• Develops mostly paragraph-length discourse with simple, compound and a few complex sentences 

3: FAIR • Suitable treatment of topic within the context of the task 
• Demonstrates a moderate degree of comprehension of the sources’ viewpoints; includes some 
inaccuracies 
• Summarizes content from at least two sources in support of the essay 
• Presents and defends the student’s own viewpoint on the topic; develops a somewhat persuasive 
argument with some coherence 
• Some organization; limited use of transitional elements or cohesive devices 
• Generally understandable, with errors that may impede comprehensibility 
• Appropriate but basic vocabulary and idiomatic language 
• Some control of grammar, syntax, and usage 
• Uses strings of mostly simple sentences, with a few compound sentences 
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2: WEAK • Unsuitable treatment of topic within the context of the task 
• Demonstrates a low degree of comprehension of the sources’ viewpoints; information may be limited 
or inaccurate 
• Summarizes content from one or two sources; may not support the essay 
• Presents, or at least suggests, the student’s own viewpoint on the topic; develops an unpersuasive 
argument somewhat incoherently 
• Limited organization; ineffective use of transitional elements or cohesive devices 
• Partially understandable, with errors that force interpretation and cause confusion for the reader 
• Limited vocabulary and idiomatic language 
• Limited control of grammar, syntax, and usage 
• Uses strings of simple sentences and phrases 

1: POOR • Almost no treatment of topic within the context of the task 
• Demonstrates poor comprehension of the sources’ viewpoints; includes frequent and significant 
inaccuracies 
• Mostly repeats statements from sources or may not refer to any sources 
• Minimally suggests the student’s own viewpoint on the topic; argument is undeveloped or incoherent 
• Little or no organization; absence of transitional elements and cohesive devices 
• Barely understandable, with frequent or significant errors that impede comprehensibility 
• Very few vocabulary resources 
• Little or no control of grammar, syntax, and usage 
• Very simple sentences or fragments 

0: 
UNACCEPTABLE 

• Mere restatement of language from the prompt 
• Clearly does not respond to the prompt; completely irrelevant to the topic 
• “I don’t know,” “I don’t understand,” or equivalent in any language 
• Not in the language of the exam 
• Blank (no response) 
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Interpersonal Speaking – Conversation 
5: STRONG • Maintains the exchange with a series of responses that is clearly appropriate within the context of 

the task 
• Provides required information (e.g., responses to questions, statement, and support of opinion) with 
frequent elaboration 
• Fully understandable, with ease and clarity of expression; occasional errors do not impede 
comprehensibility 
• Varied and appropriate vocabulary and idiomatic language 
• Accuracy and variety in grammar, syntax, and usage, with few errors 
• Mostly consistent use of register appropriate for the conversation 
• Pronunciation, intonation, and pacing make the response comprehensible; errors do not impede 
comprehensibility 
• Clarification or self-correction (if present) improves comprehensibility 

4: GOOD • Maintains the exchange with a series of responses that is generally appropriate within the context of 
the task 
• Provides required information (e.g., responses to questions, statement, and support of opinion) with 
some elaboration 
• Fully understandable, with some errors which do not impede comprehensibility 
• Varied and generally appropriate vocabulary and idiomatic language 
• General control of grammar, syntax, and usage 
• Generally consistent use of register appropriate for the conversation, except for occasional shifts 
• Pronunciation, intonation, and pacing make the response mostly comprehensible errors do not 
impede comprehensibility 
• Clarification or self-correction (if present) usually improves comprehensibility 

3: FAIR  
• Maintains the exchange with a series of responses that is somewhat appropriate within the context 
of the task 
• Provides required information (e.g., responses to questions, statement, and support of opinion) 
• Generally understandable, with errors that may impede comprehensibility 
• Appropriate but basic vocabulary and idiomatic language 
• Some control of grammar, syntax, and usage 
• Use of register may be inappropriate for the conversation with several shifts 
• Pronunciation, intonation, and pacing make the response generally comprehensible; errors 
occasionally impede comprehensibility 
• Clarification or self-correction (if present) sometimes improves comprehensibility 
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2: WEAK • Partially maintains the exchange with a series of responses that is minimally appropriate within the 
context of the task 
• Provides some required information (e.g., responses to questions, statement, and support of 
opinion) 
• Partially understandable, with errors that force interpretation and cause confusion for the listener 
• Limited vocabulary and idiomatic language 
• Limited control of grammar, syntax, and usage 
• Use of register is generally inappropriate for the conversation 
• Pronunciation, intonation, and pacing make the response difficult to comprehend at times; errors 
impede comprehensibility 
• Clarification or self-correction (if present) usually does not improve comprehensibility 
 

1: POOR • Unsuccessfully attempts to maintain the exchange by providing a series of responses that is 
inappropriate within the context of the task 
• Provides little required information (e.g., responses to questions, statement, and support of opinion) 
• Barely understandable, with frequent or significant errors that impede comprehensibility 
• Very few vocabulary resources 
• Little or no control of grammar, syntax, and usage 
• Minimal or no attention to register 
• Pronunciation, intonation, and pacing make the response difficult to comprehend; errors impede 
comprehensibility 
• Clarification or self-correction (if present) does not improve comprehensibility 

0: 
UNACCEPTABLE 

• Mere restatement of language from the prompts 
• Clearly does not respond to the prompts 
• “I don’t know,” “I don’t understand,” or equivalent in any language 
• Not in the language of the exam 
• Blank (no response although recording equipment is functioning) 
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Presentational Speaking – Cultural Comparison 
5: STRONG • Effective treatment of topic within the context of the task 

• Clearly compares the student’s own community with the target culture, including supporting details and 
relevant examples 
• Demonstrates understanding of the target culture, despite a few minor inaccuracies 
• Organized presentation; effective use of transitional elements or cohesive devices 
• Fully understandable, with ease and clarity of expression; occasional errors do not impede comprehensibility 
• Varied and appropriate vocabulary and idiomatic language 
• Accuracy and variety in grammar, syntax, and usage, with few errors 
• Mostly consistent use of register appropriate for the presentation 
• Pronunciation, intonation, and pacing make the response comprehensible; errors do not impede 
comprehensibility 
• Clarification or self-correction (if present) improves comprehensibility 

4: GOOD • Generally effective treatment of topic within the context of the task 
• Compares the student’s own community with the target culture, including some supporting details and mostly 
relevant examples 
• Demonstrates some understanding of the target culture, despite minor inaccuracies 
• Organized presentation; some effective use of transitional elements or cohesive devices 
• Fully understandable, with some errors which do not impede comprehensibility 
• Varied and generally appropriate vocabulary and idiomatic language 
• General control of grammar, syntax, and usage 
• Generally consistent use of register appropriate for the presentation, except for occasional shifts 
• Pronunciation, intonation, and pacing make the response mostly comprehensible; errors do not impede 
comprehensibility 
• Clarification or self-correction (if present) usually improves comprehensibility 

3: FAIR • Suitable treatment of topic within the context of the task 
• Compares the student’s own community with the target culture, including a few supporting details and 
examples 
• Demonstrates a basic understanding of the target culture, despite inaccuracies 
• Some organization; limited use of transitional elements or cohesive devices 
• Generally understandable, with errors that may impede comprehensibility 
• Appropriate but basic vocabulary and idiomatic language 
• Some control of grammar, syntax, and usage 
• Use of register may be inappropriate for the presentation with several shifts 
• Pronunciation, intonation, and pacing make the response generally comprehensible; errors occasionally 
impede comprehensibility 
• Clarification or self-correction (if present) sometimes improves comprehensibility 
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2: WEAK • Unsuitable treatment of topic within the context of the task 
• Presents information about the student’s own community and the target culture, but may not compare them; 
consists mostly of statements with no development 
• Demonstrates a limited understanding of the target culture; may include several inaccuracies 
• Limited organization; ineffective use of transitional elements or cohesive devices 
• Partially understandable, with errors that force interpretation and cause confusion for the listener 
• Limited vocabulary and idiomatic language 
• Limited control of grammar, syntax, and usage 
• Use of register is generally inappropriate for the presentation 
• Pronunciation, intonation, and pacing make the response difficult to comprehend at times; errors impede 
comprehensibility 
• Clarification or self-correction (if present) usually does not improve comprehensibility 

1: POOR • Almost no treatment of topic within the context of the task 
• Presents information only about the student’s own community or only about the target culture, and may not 
include examples 
• Demonstrates minimal understanding of the target culture; generally inaccurate 
• Little or no organization; absence of transitional elements and cohesive devices 
• Barely understandable, with frequent or significant errors that impede comprehensibility 
• Very few vocabulary resources 
• Little or no control of grammar, syntax, and usage 
• Minimal or no attention to register 
• Pronunciation, intonation, and pacing make the response difficult to comprehend; errors impede 
comprehensibility 
• Clarification or self-correction (if present) does not improve comprehensibility 

0: 
UNACCEPTABLE 

• Mere restatement of language from the prompt 
• Clearly does not respond to the prompt; completely irrelevant to the topic 
• “I don’t know,” “I don’t understand,” or equivalent in any language 
• Not in the language of the exam 
• Blank (no response although recording equipment is functioning) 
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APPENDIX C STUDENT SELF REFLECTION 
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5___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
4___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
1___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
     Uso de  Conjugación Estructura Comprensión       Ortografía      Organización Claridad de 
     vocabulario de verbos   de texto/mensaje  de escritura mensaje 

 

STUDENT SELF-EVALUATION:  WORK FOLDERS 

Autoevaluación - español 

Mirando tus trabajos de este cuarto, usa la escala que sigue a continuación para analizar to progreso.  Usa los números para indicar tu nivel de entendimiento en cuanto a las destrezas indicadas. 
 
1.  Tengo mucha dificultad y necesito atención privada 
2.  Comprendo algo, pero los errores repetidos impiden mi progreso.  Mi comprensión no está completa y necesito ayuda para mejorarla. 
3.  Comprensión mediana de la lengua cuando aplico las destrezas a la comunicación.  Los errores que cometo se pueden evitar estudiando, practicando y participando en la clase más. 
4.  Buena comprensión de los temas estudiados en la clase y buena aplicación de las destrezas.  Puedo comunicarme mejor analizando más cuidadosamente la lengua.  Me comunico (hablo, 
escribo, interpreto) apropiadamente para este nivel. 
5.  Demuestro dominio para este nivel de los temas estudiados en la clase. Me comunico (hablo, escribo, interpreto) apropiadamente para este nivel. 
 
Interpretación de texto y comunicación escrita 

 
Comunicación auditiva y oral 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Para dominar la lengua, puedo . .  

 
___estudiar el vocabulario más ___completar todas las tareas __pedir ayuda  
 
--corregir el trabajo de la clase __participar en la clase  __participar activamente 
 
__corregir las tareas  __trabajar mejor en los grupos __trabajar mejor en la clase 

5 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________ 
 
4 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________ 
 
3 
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__estudiar las lecciones diariamente __corregir los proyectos  __reflexionar sobre las destrezas             
  necesarias para tener éxito 
 

STUDENT SELF-EVALUATION (Cont’d.) 
 
Algunas cosas que pienso empezar a hacer son . . . 
 
1. ______________________________________________________________    3. _____________________________________________ 
 
2. ______________________________________________________________    4. _____________________________________________ 
 
 

Nombre __________________________Cuarto Nº __________________   
 

Formulario de evaluación 
 
¿Cuál ha sido el mayor desafío?  ¿Por qué? 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

¿En qué me he mejorado este año?  ¿Cómo? 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________ 

¿Qué necesito mejorar?  Explica cómo piensas mejorarlo. 
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________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________ 

Basado en los trabajos de este cuarto, menciona las destrezas que necesitan mejorarse. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________ 
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APPENDIX  NEW JERSEY STUDENT LEARNING STANDARDS FOR WORLD 
LANGUAGES, TECHNOLOGY AND 21ST CENTURY LIFE AND CAREERS 

 
7 - World Languages 
8 - Technology 
9 - 21st Century Life and Careers 

 
 
 
 

http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2014/wl/
http://www.state.nj.us/education/aps/cccs/tech/
http://www.state.nj.us/education/aps/cccs/career/
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